
Mackinac Island, Michigan 
June 1, 2013 

RESOLUTION 

SUPPORT FOR A RENEWED GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE 
ACTION PLAN 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes region would represent the fourth largest economy in the world if it were its 
own nation;1 and, 

WHEREAS, the Great Lakes support the movement of 16 million metric tons of cargo per year, sustaining 
200,000 jobs;2 and, 

WHEREAS, the economy and ecology of the Great Lakes are inseparably linked in supporting an estimated 
40 million people who live, work, recreate and drink the water in the region; and, 

WHEREAS, for this reason, research concludes that for every dollar invested in Great Lakes restoration and 
maintenance, more than two dollars is returned on that investment;3 and, 

WHEREAS, like our homes, the Great Lakes must be maintained for them to be able to continue to support 
its residents and labor force; and, 

WHEREAS, recognizing this, the Council of Great Lakes Governors in 2003 established nine “priorities” to 
advance the resiliency of the region’s economy and ecology;4 and, 

WHEREAS, whereas the nine priorities served as a basis for the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration 
Strategy;5 and, 

WHEREAS, the Council of Great Lakes Governors has supported funding for the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative intended to implement the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration Strategy, and with five “focus areas” 
based in significant part on the nine priorities6; and, 

WHEREAS, investments made under the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative have already supported 
hundreds of projects and jobs to prevent the establishment of Asian carp, expedite the cleanup of Areas of 
Concern, reduce runoff that undermines local coastal economies, rebuild habitat, and promote accountability; 
and7, 

WHEREAS, the Obama administration announced early this year its support for a renewed Action Plan 
covering federal fiscal years 2015-2019 to continue the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.8 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Great Lakes Governors support the renewal of the 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Action Plan. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Great Lakes Governors urge the federal agencies to engage 
specifically with the states to ensure their perspectives are considered in the development and refinement of 
the next generation of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Action Plan. 



Adopted by the Governors of the Great Lakes States on this 1st day of June 2013. 
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4 http://www.cglg.org/projects/priorities/docs/GovernorGreatLakesrestorationletter-10-1-03--Example.pdf.  
5 http://www.glrc.us/about.html 
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